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The paper analyzes the archival documents of the Central 
State Historical Archives in Lviv as a channel of social 
communication. What is important for the analysis and study 
of military affairs, the medieval city of Lviv in the second half 
of the XIV-XVIII centuries. The paper presents a 
computerization of archives, which plays an important role in 
the archive as a structure of social communication, which will 
establish new facts in the history of the city. 
Кеу wo rds –  C entral S tate Historical A rchive i n Lviv, 

archival d ocuments, Ch annel S ocial Co mmunications, 
documentary communication, computerization of archives. 

I. Introduction  
Social an d co mmunicative activ ity is t he main 

condition f or an  e xistence a nd d evelopment o f so ciety. 
The most important channel of a social communication is 
a docum entary co mmunication, th at is a proces ses an d 
means of  sharing i nformation i n t he co mmunity through 
documents. It  prov ides s ocial i nformation movement i n 
time and environment by creating, storing and distributing 
documents. 

 

 
Consider the archives as  one of the bas ic s tructures of 

social co mmunication. A rchive is  an  unique s ocial a nd 
communication s tructure that helps society to ens ure t he 
continuity of generations. 

Archive i s a s ocial an d co mmunication s tructure of 
social co mmunication subsystem, an org anization 
dedicated to th e collection , an alysis, study, us e an d 
distribution i n ti me an d s pace th e s ocially significant 

documentary information found in archival documents to 
produce new knowledge. 

Research on  i ssues of  functioning a n arc hive as  a 
research center f or s ocial com munication and s ocial 
communication pat terns ca n be f ound i n t he works o f 
known researchers as   G. B oriak [1], L . Dubrovin [2], S  
Kuleshov [3, 4]. 

II. Page Setup 
The larg est an d m ost co mplete array  of  s ources i s 

documents o f Lviv ci ty council of t he peri od of  t he 
second h alf o f t he XIV - X VIII cen turies. T oday, th is 
group of  s ources i s well pres erved an d located in  th e 
Central Sta te His torical A rchive i n Lv iv , which i s a 
separate stock of number 52 "Magistrate of the city". This 
fund i ncludes t wo des criptions a nd 2315 cas es. T hese 
materials co ver th e period b etween t he s econd h alf of 
XIV -XIX centuries. 

In d ocuments r elating to  military af fairs in  U kraine 
(among th em t here are decre es, ordin ances, res olutions, 
lustrations, a udit, d escriptions, la wsuits an d d ecisions 
called quits, etc.). 

Actually, most o f t he d ocuments r elating to  military 
affairs i n Uk raine i n t he second h alf of t he XIV - XVIII 
centuries are concerned with activities of the city council. 
Military a nd d efence a ffairs o f th e cit y co ncern 
resolutions, especially the city council ones. An example 
of t his t ype o f docum ent i s a res olution of  t he 
extraordinary s ession of  t he Lv iv ci ty coun cil of  1779  
concerning a repair of buildings and use prisoners in these 
works [5]. 

Especially informative type of sources f rom which we 
can res earch t he cit y fortification a nd s upplying t he 
arsenals with ar ms an d ammunition i s r evisions, 
lustrations and descriptions of the city. At the initiative of 
local an d r oyal a uthorities the au dits an d l ustrations o f 
city fortifications and arsenals were conducted. Results of 
these in spections were d eposited in  ac ts o f r evision, t he 
lists o f a mmunition a nd o ther d ocuments o n t he 
availability, r etention, an d s upervision o f weapons a nd 
ammunition of  cit y ars enals bet ween 1496- 1777. 
Nowadays these documents are in three cases (№ 42-44) 
of the first description of the 52nd fund [6]. This is one of 
the most i nformative t ypes o f d ocuments r elated to  t he 
development of military affair in Lviv. 

Similar in  con tent a nd s tructure th ere are acts  o f 
lustration of  ci ty fortification (1648 ) [ 7]. To au dit t he 
Lviv magistrate, two shopkeeper were appointed and the 
city was conv entionally di vided i nto t wo sectors, where 
lustrations were h eld. De spite th eir n ame, th ese 
documents do not mention about the situation of the ci ty 
walls o r o ther L viv f ortifications, b ut j ust p rovide th e 
information on  t he s tate of weapons a nd prov isions 
supplying of citizens liable for call-up for the case o f the 
city siege, revealing their level of fighting capacity. 

Information ab out Lviv strengthening a nd f ortification 
is c ontained i n t he i nventories o f t he se cond half o f t he 
XVIIІth cen tury. I n partic ular, th ere are pres erved 
descriptions of  1774- 1778, a s well as  a f ragment of  t he 
inventory of 1798 [8]. 
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Another type of docum ents is registers of the costs for 
building and repairing fortifications. The collection of the 
Central Sta te A rchive in  Lviv, in  particu lar, pres erves a 
register of costs for repairing Lviv Arsenal in 1632 [9]. 

III. Page Setup 
But an access to information resources of the archive is 

restricted in ter ms o f co nsumers a nd roo m. T herefore, 
there is a need for their integration into a new information 
environment w ith its w hole documentary v olume. The 
digitization o f ar chival r ecords will e nable t he q uick 
processing o f huge in formation d atabases, will p rovide 
them with n ew q ualitative p roperties , th ey’ll b ecome 
active as  they will be av ailable to th e wide a udience b y 
means of  co mputer s ystems an d n etworks. T he rapid  
development o f in formation tech nologies, n etworks, 
communications and open access to information could not 
but affected the social and public relationships. 

In th e er a o f globalization an d in formatization o f 
archives in  ou r coun try, proces ses of  electron ic 
communications i n arch ival s ector becom e of  great 
importance, aff ecting t he proces ses of  f unctioning 
archives in today's social communication environment. 

Informatization of  arch ives in  Uk raine an d the  
development of  information an d co mmunication 
technologies con tributed to th e rapid accum ulation o f 
documentary res ources on electron ic dig ital s torage 
devices. In ou r coun try, the proces s of  st oring an d 
systematic us e of  electron ic h eritage i n modern s ocial 
communication e nvironment i s go verned b y l egal 
documents such as  t he Law of U kraine "  On  Electron ic 
Documents a nd Electron ic Document Circulation "  [10 ] 
"On electron ic dig ital s ignature" [11 ] Orde r of  th e State 
Committee U kraine " Procedure f or storing electr onic 
documents in archival institutions " [12 ] Law of Ukraine 
" On  main pri nciples o f t he Inf ormation Society in 
Ukraine in 2007-2015 years" [13 ]. 

Conclusion 
Utilization o f d ocuments o f Lviv ci ty co uncil fund, as  

well a s so me o f p articular a cts o f Lv iv cit y j udgement 
books (the Central State Historical Archive in Lviv) into 
the s cientific use will give the opportu nity to dis cover 
new facts in the history of the city as a defence centre and 
to determine tr ends in  th e p rocess of development of 
urban fortifications. 

Thus, informatization of archives plays outstanding role 
in t he act ivities of  the arch ive as  a structure of s ocial 
communication. Inf ormation proces ses of arch ive as  a 
social communication structure will enable the Ukraine to 
move forward to  a si ngle g lobal i nformation a nd 
communication environment more intensively. 
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