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Bookcrossing is the process of releasing books.  The person who read the book 
transfers the book to another person or leaves the print edition in a special location or 
in a public place for the next reader to read the book to repeat the travel process.  
Book movement is controlled by special information systems that assign unique book 
numbers and use these numbers to track the book's path.  It should also be understood 
that exchanging books without registering on the relevant resource is not considered 
bookcrossing. 

In the time of high-tech media, the book is gradually losing its audience.  The 
traditional book has been replaced by electronic media, but there is nothing wrong 
with that.  Thanks to the Internet, people have quick access to e-books and other 
digital information.  However, adherents of the traditional book will not disappear, 
because communication with the printed book, gives an unrivaled sense of the story 
of a living person. 

The idea of bookcrossing was proposed by Internet technology specialist Ron 
Hornbeck in the year two thousand.  It began with twenty books he had left with 
explanatory notes in his hotel lobby. Six months later, the book-sharing site registered 
about three hundred book users and new users.  Already in April, two thousand third 
year, the number of registered readers exceeded one hundred thousand. 

To join the public book exchange movement, you must register with a dedicated 
online resource. Books that the reader seeks to provide for sharing should be 
registered when creating their book repository.  Each book is assigned a unique 
identifier when registering.  An ID should be affixed to the printed work, so you can 
follow the book.  A member of the book-sharing movement leaves a corresponding 
record when transferring a book.  After receiving a hard copy, you must use the ID to 
find the book on the site and make the appropriate entry.  After reading the book, you 
must release it. Thanks to this algorithm, you can track the number of readers who 
could read this book. 

The essence of bookcrossing is the release of books in the wild.  Community 
members leave their books at the train station, at the pub or even on the park bench as 
a gift for someone they do not know.  In this sense, bookcrossing is an alternative 
book-sharing system based on gift-giving, which simultaneously and partially 
challenges the traditional market-sharing system.  But this is not the only way club 
members exchange books.  Often, more superficial tasks are accomplished without 
regard for higher-order goals.  Sometimes gift-giving communities (open or peer) are 
considered metaphors of collective solidarity, but they represent elements of 
opportunism and selfishness: many entities receive and give nothing.  Even those who 
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give, as is the case with club members, do so for very practical and sometimes selfish 
reasons. 

There are several types of book exchange: 
 • Bookcrossing - book-to-book exchange, 
 • With safe places where books are left, 
 • Bucrei - mailing a book by chain, from one participant to the next, often crossing 

borders of countries and continents.  The book does not return to the reader who 
released it, 

 • Booking - the only difference from a booker - the book is sent back to the owner 
who released it, that is, a circle is formed. 

 By developing a system of exchange that addresses the needs of people in society 
in what they consider important, it is possible to create more favorable conditions for 
the achievement of the goals of fans of the idea of bookcrossing. 
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