Immopt ToBapiB 3meHmuBes Ha 31.8% (3a BiAMOBIIHUI MEPi0J MHHYIOTO POKY — Ha
37.6%), itoro obcsiru cranowian 9.6 mupa. noa. CHIA. V reorpadidnomy po3pi3i 3HU3UBCS
immopt 3 Pocii Ha 23.8%, 3 kpain €C — Ha 34.1%, 3 A3ii — Ha 37.1%. YacTka ux perioHiB y
iMmopTi B Ykpainy cranosuina 18.4%, 33.9% ta 17.1% BiamosigHo.

YucTuil MPUILUIMB KOIITIB 32 MPSIMUMH iHO3EMHUMH IHBECTHIIIIMU CTaHOBUB 883 MUIH.
non. CIIA, y I kBaprani munynoro poky — 725 muH. noi. CIHA. Cranom nHa 01.10.2015
HAKOTIMYEHHH 0OCST IHBECTHUII B EKOHOMIKY YKpainu craHoBHuB 62.6 mupa. nomn. CLIA.

[Mpodimut 3BeneHoro miarbkHoro Oanancy craHoBuB 1.3 mupn. mon. CIHA (y 11
kBaptaii 2014 poky aediuuT 3BEICHOTO IUIATDKHOTO OanaHCy CTaHOBMUB 665 MiH. 107
CIIA). Iunamika maTbkHOTO GanaHcy nmpotsroM 15 pokis 300paxkeHa Ha puc. 1[4,5].
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[loripiieHHss B3a€eMOBIIHOCHMH 3 KpaiHOlo-cyciioM Poci€lo sSBHO e HE Ha KOpHUCTh
VYxpainu. @opmyBanHsi aedinury 3a OaraThbMa MOKa3HHKAMHU Hacamrepea Oyiio 3yMOBJIICHO
MOTIPIIEHHSM HBECTHLIHHOIO KiiMaTy BHaciiiok aHekcii AP Kpumy ta Benenns 6oitoBux aiit
Ha CXO/JIl AepKaBH Ta HAKOIIMYEHHS HU3KU MaKpOEKOHOMIUHUX JucOanaHciB. HailOubii BTpaTtu
MIPUIIAJIAI0Th Ha JIOJII0 €KCIIOPTY Ta IMIOPTY, IO Oe3MOCepeTHbO BIUIMBAE HETATUBHO HA IJIATDK-
HUMl Oananc Ykpainu B uniioMy. Taka cuTyailis 0OyMOBIIHOE HEOOXITHICTh PO3BHHEHHS HOBUX
reorpauHUX HanpsMIB 3]1MCHEHHS EKCIIOPTHHUX OIepalliii 3 METO MiIBUIIEHHS pPe3yJbTa-
THUBHOCTI 30BHIITHLOCKOHOMIYHHX OTEpaIliif KpaiHH Ta MOKPAIEHHS CTaHy IUIATHKHOTO OajlaHCy.
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MYTHSAND EXPECTATIONS ABOUT
THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION OF UKRAINE

The active phase of European integration course implementation for Ukraine started in
2014, which was associated with the signing of the Association Agreement between Ukraine
and the EU (hereinafter — AA; ratification by the EU Member States is in progress). The
present stage of European integration policy assumes the increased demands for new

16



applicants for the EU membership, including Ukraine, as the European Neighbourhood Policy
implies more comprehensive institutional reforms at the stage of Free Trade Areas [1]. It
implies the requirements for implementing the entire system of EU law (Acquis
Communautaire) into legislation of the candidate countries and / or partner countries before
their joining the EU. The requirement of full implementation of the European standards and
the likelihood of positive consequences for population from their introduction in Ukraine
under uncertainty of joining the EU caused heated debates in Ukrainian society.

Formation of public opinion as for the European integration is being made through the
media (controlled by interest groups), which has given rise to myths and stereotypes about the
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement [2]. The objective of these myths spreading is, on the one
hand, to create overvalued expectations of European integration supporters and, on the other
hand, undervalued expectations — from the supporters of joining / strengthening integration
with Russia. Unfortunately, these manipulations have a mass character and are easily
incorporated into society in terms of common lack of knowledge of the AA text.

Results of a survey on the attitude of the respondents to the European integration of Ukraine
were represented by IFAK Ingtitut GmbH & Co. KG, Deutsche Welle Project (Germany) in 2014,
It showed that half of the population of the central and western regions were (too) optimistic about
Ukraine's accession to the EU in the next 5 years, while 1/4 of the eastern regions population
believed that Ukraine should not become a member of the EU [3] (Fig. 1).
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Figure. 1. Prospects of European integration in the perception of Ukrainians (by region),
December 2014, in % of all respondents

The main objective of the EU, according to the Ukrainians' opinion, is to support
economic growth (49 % of respondents). 62 % of the Ukrainians support this goal. One third
of respondents (32 %) believe that the objective of the EU is to strengthen democracy and
freedom of speech. The development of democratic values becomes more and more important
for the Ukrainian citizens, as personal support for such goal has increased significantly over
the year from 18 to 39 % (see The results of the monitoring research “DW-TREND”, Ukraine
2014) (Fig. 2).

The results of the above survey confirm the fact that people make decisions about the
future of their country in conditions of information asymmetry about the terms of the AA and
the upcoming changes in the course of reforms.

In this regard, there is an acute need for an independent and non-profit organizations
that would conduct educational activity, raise the level of literacy of the population about their
rights and freedoms, the foundations of a market economy, polity and public governance, as
well as provide politically biased coverage of all matters relating to the AA and the process of
European integration of Ukraine.

1 The survey was not conducted in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions in connection with
military operations, otherwise the figure would be much greater.
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Figure. 2. The objectives of the EU — according to opinion of the Ukrainians, in % of all
respondents

Thus, the Europeanization of Ukraine and the implementation of the AA are not totally
supported by the Ukrainian citizens. Today’s public confrontation over Ukraine's foreign
policy actually displays the confrontation of political and economic elites whose interests are
dependent either on the strengthening of trade and economic relations with the EU, or with
Russia. Political instability and geographically different directions of large capital owners
interests hamper the adaptation of legislation and the conditions for further European
integration.

Despite the contradictions, described above, which are reflected in overvalued or
undervalued expectations of population regarding European integration, implementing the AA
provisions and consequent intensification of relations between Ukraine and the EU may
provide external stimulus to more effective public policy reform and institutional change,
increasing the efficiency of domestic companies and quality standards of services. But the
success of future adaptation of Ukrainian legislation to the EU law depends, on the one hand,
on completion of the transition to a market economy and functioning of market institutions,
on the other hand, on citizens awareness of the changes that are taking place.
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