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Beginnings as, a rule, present a logical structural and intonational unity the
length of which varies from one sentence to a several paragraphs. Opening fragment of
J.Conrad’s novels are suggestive of their semantic-structural organization. They
presuppose the compositional and structural peculiarities of the whole text. Beginnings
introduce the reader into the time and place of action and are bent for typology. The
most frequently resorted to types are: narrative, descriptive, explanatory, contact-
establishing, opening with direct/or represented speech.
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� ����	������ “After entering at break of day the inner
roadstead of the Port of Toulon…Master Gunner Peyrol let go the anchor of the sea-worn and
battered the ship…” (The Rover).
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sea he had been astonished to discover that… no one seemed to take any proper pride in his work:
from plumbers who were simply thieves to, say, newspaper men…”
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What moments? Why the moments of boredom?
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knows…, one goes…, etc”.
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�� ������� ��	������� “Kaspar! Makan! The well-known shrill voice startled Almayer from his
dream of splendid future into the unpleasant realities of the present hour. An unpleasant voice too.
He had heard it for many years, and with every year he liked it less. No matter; there would be an
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end to all this soon”. ?�� �
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�����������������������Lord Jim”: “He was an inch, perhaps two, under six
feet, powerfully built, and he advanced straight at you with a silent stoop of the shoulders, head
forward, and a fixed from-under stare which made you think of a charging bull. His voice was
deep, loud, and his manner displayed a kind of dogged self-assertion which had nothing aggressive
in it. It seemed a necessity, and it was directed apparently as much at himself as at anybody else.
He was spotlessly neat, appareled in immaculate white from shoes to hat, and in the various
Eastern ports where he got his living as ship-chandler’s water-clerk he was very popular”.
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������������������	
�����	������ “A deep red glow flushed the fronts of marble palaces
piled up on the slope of an arid mountain, whose barren ridge traced high on the darkening sky a
ghostly and glimmering outline. The winter sun was setting over the Gulf of Genoa. Behind the
massive shore the sky to the east was like darkening glass. The open water, too, had a glassy look
with a purple sheen in which the evening light lingered as if clinging to the water. The sails of a
few becalmed feluccas looked rosy and cheerful, motionless in the gathering gloom. Their heads
were all pointing towards the superb city”.
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������� ������ ��	�� 2. [6, c. 103],
�

 "��	� ����� ����	!������	 �� �������	
: “To begin with I wish to disclaim the
possession of those high gifts of imagination and expression which would have enabled my pen to
create for the reader the personality of the man who called himself, after the Russian custom, Cyril
son of Isidor – Kirylo Sidorovitch – Razumov”.
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The Novel Part of the Beginning
opening middle closing

Types of narrative, nominations,
tense-forms

“Lord Jim” -description (portayal);
-“He”-pr., 3rd

pers.sing.
-Past Indef.

-description
(explanatory)
-water-clerk

-Present Indef.

-description
(evaluative)
-“He”-Jim-
Lord Jim
-Past Indef.

“Suspense” -description (landscape)

-The sun was setting.

-Past Indef., Past Cont.

-portrait description
(characterization)
-introduction of
personages

-Past Indef.

-narrative description
(evaluative-
commenting)
-The sun had sunk…
-Past Perfect, Past
Indef.

“The Shadow Line” -author’s narration

-“I”-1st pers.sing.
-such moments
-Present Indef.

-author’s digression
(meditations)
-“one”-indef.pronoun

-Present Indef.

-author’s narration

-…moment of which I
have spoken
-Present Perfect, Past
Indef.
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