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The object of the investigation are structures of secondary predication. The
article presents different points of views concerning definition and classification  in
works on grammar and syntax of home and foreign linguists. A new approach to the
classification is suggested based on the functioning of these structures as a component
of syntactic structures of primary predication, complementation and modification.
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Predicative constructions with the participle ( The Objective Participial Construction, The
Subjective Participial Construction, The Nominative Absolute Participial Construction, The
Prepositional Absolute Participial Construction, The Nominative Absolute Construction, The
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Prepositional Absolute Construction), Predicative Constructions with the Gerund, The Objective-
with-the-Infinitive Construction, The Subjective Infinitive Construction, The for-to-Infinitive
Construction.
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1) Infinitive, e.g.
They were thought to be heading in the direction of North Carolina. [15, 427]
O����	������������(&�����������������	
���	������
!
�

It has always been difficult for me to face the truth about my childhood. [15, 7]
2) Participle I, e.g.
The two other men burst through the back door and again the radio mentioned the three

armed men who had escaped from Reidsville Prison and who were believed heading toward
Florida. [15, 477]

3) non Verbal, e.g.
All construction workers would be considered members of an invading army of occupation

and would be the target of hostile fire. [15, 614]

�������� 0-� -+6!+����� ��#1-�1#3� -+6!��6����"�9� �� !������� ������� �� �������� "
����	��	����	������������	����������

1) Infinitive, e.g.
The whole family gathered on the bow of the boat to watch day come to an end. [15, 662]
2) Participle I, e.g.
She heard the spider screaming from his web a cry of alarm. [15, 430]
3) Participle II, e.g.
I want those tapes erased. [15, 436]
4) non Verbal, e.g.
But all birds made Sharon happy. [15, 423]
5) Gerund, e.g.
“ I am sorry I’m not a heart surgeon or a white-shirt banker, Lila,” my father said, “but it’s

about time you quit being ashamed of me being a shimper”. [15, 259]

222������0-�-+6!+�������#1-�1#3�6+53=�-�"�9���!��������%����	�	����"�� ���	��	�"
����	��	�� ��	�������� ��� �	���������� �O� �(&� �����  ���	� ������� ����	�	��
��	
���	���		�

1) Participle I, e.g.
“And you, Tom Wingo of South Carolina, think that you could improve my personality?”

she answered, her voice cracking with irony [15, 278]
* Mr. Fruit led the entourage, tooting his whistle with tears streaming down his face. [15,

560]
2) Participle II, e.g.
“They are both crazy,” Savannah said, her hands folded on her chest. [15, 174]
* He staggered backward, screaming, with his face locked in the tiger’s jaws. [15, 482]
3) non Verbal, e.g.
“Register a small protest,” answered, his hair cottony in the moonlight. [15, 603]
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* With the sun to the west of him, he gazed at us facelessly. [15, 324]
4) Infinitive, e.g.
Now he felt the tingle of adrenalin in his blood, a shiver travel up his spine.[19, 148]
* Privately, with no one to jeer at her weakness, she allowed the tears to fall unchecked. [18,

660]
* I prayed for him to be near me. [15, 135]
5) Gerund, e.g.
It seemed an inadequate answer and she feared that he would be hurt by her not coming

home through London. [21, 244]
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15. Conroy Pat. The Prince of Tides. Bantam Books, 1988. 16. Douglas Biber, Stig Johansson,
Geoffrey Leech, Susan Conrad, Edward Finegan Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written
English. – Longman, 1999. 17. 1rtenyeva N.F., Barsova O.M., Blokh M.Y., Shapkin A.P. A
theoretical English Grammar. (Syntax). – Moscow: Higher Publishing House, 1969. 18. Pilcher
Rosamunde. The Shell Seekers. Coronet Books, 1989. 19. Rendell Ruth. Murder Being Once Done.
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Arrow Books, 1994. 20. Roberts Paul. Understanding English. New York, Evanston, and London,
1958. 21. Steel Danielle. Wanderlust. New York, 1987. 22. Swan Michael. Practical English
Usage. Oxford University Press, 1996. 23. Sweet Henry. A New English Grammar. Logical and
Historical. Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1955. 24. Thompson A. J., Martinet A.V. A Practical
English Grammar. Oxford University Press, 1997. 25. Whitehall Harold. Structural Essentials of
English. New York, Burlingame, 1956.
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�7�+#�2-+9�+"��-3�+!3�17��3:�!+5�;�

The article deals with some lexical means used by Homer in his “Odyssey” that
can be considered as bearing subjective modality. Thematic and key words, words-
favourites and words-symbols are singled out and suggested to represent the subjective
author’s evaluation of the events described.
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