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The experience of recent decades reveals a special
changeability of various aspects of human existence. The
nomadic movement in space «trans» is especially typical.
Modern philosophical thought for these processes uses the
term «transhumanism». The paper considers scientifically
oriented outlook of transhumanism, analyzes the

opportunities, risks and dangers of biotechnological
transformation of human into posthuman.
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|. Introduction

The current situation the humanity is in is characterized
as a cris is which has catas trophic features . Natu ral and
social lev els o fer isislead u pto itsd eepestlev el —
anthropological, the roots of which are i n the proces ses
concerning person. The modern worlds experience gives a
new i mage o fa man who cann otbeth e subject of
European clas sical humanities. W ithth er apid
development o f i nformation, na no -and b iotechnologies
that i nvolve man in dangerous space of anthropological
limits, t herei sa need forn ew concepts of human
knowledge, a new approach to the phenomenon of man. It
comes t o t he pers on i n pers pective of t ranshumanism.
Transhumanism is o ne of t he t rends in pos thumanism.
Posthumanizmi ndicatest he ge nerald irectioni n
philosophy, according to which the position o f classical
humanism of the Renaissance, including the definition of
the pers on, are ou tdated, n ot adequ ate in th e cu rrent
situation. S ome of t he modern s chools of ph ilosophy,
basing on t het echnological dev elopment of modern
society, recognize the chance of human’s autoevolutional
developmenti ntop osthuman. T ranshumanism is a
rational ou tlook, which basing on the ac hievements and
prospects of m odern s cience an dn ewt echnologies,
recognizest hep ossibilityan dd esirabilityo fa
fundamental ¢ hanges in t he p ositiono fap erson,a
significant strengthening o f the physical, intellectual and
psychological cap abilities a nd u Itimately e liminating o f
diseases, aging and death [1] .

II. History of transhumanism

For the first time the word «transhumane» was used by
Dante Ali ghieri in h is « Divine C omedy». The m odern
meaning o f the term was acquired in the mid- t wentieth
century, when the famous biologist Julian Huxley in his
book «New bottles for new wine» called transhumanist to
be a man who is busy with self-improvement [2]. One of
the first definitions of transhumanism as a philosophy was
introduced b y p hilosopher Max More, founder of t he

Instute of Ekstropizm and author of ekstropizm principles
[3]andin 1997, ph ilosophers Nick Bostrom and D avid
Pearce f ounded t he W orld T rashumanist Association
(WTA) [ 4]. N ow transhumanismis an o utlookanda
lifestyle, a phi losophy a nd a broad i nternational social
movement. The Transhumanist Declaration:

1) Humanity will be radically changed by technology in
the future. W e foresee th e feasibility o f redesigning the
human co ndition, i ncluding su chp arametersast he
inevitability of aging, limitations on human and artificial
intellects, un chosen psy chology, suff ering, an dou r
confinement to the planet earth.

2) Sy stematic re search sh ould be put into understanding
these coming developments and their long-term consequences.

3) Transhumaniststhink t hat by b eing generally o pen
and e mbracing o f new t echnology we ha vea b etter
chance of turning it to our advantage than if we try to ban
or prohibit it.

4) Transhumanists advocate th e moral right for those
who so wish to use technology to extend their mental and
physical ( including r eproductive) cap acities a nd to
improve th eir con trol ov er th eir o wn liv es. W e s eek
personal growth beyond our current biological limitations.

5) In planning for the future, it is mandatory to take into
account the prospect of dramatic progress in technological
capabilities. [ t would b e tr agic i f t he p otential b enefits
failed to  materialize becau se o ftec hnophobiaan d
unnecessary prohibitions. On the other hand, it would also
be tragic if intelligent li fe went e xtinct because of s ome
disaster or war involving advanced technologies.

6) Transhumanism ad vocates th e well- bein g of all
sentience ( whetheri narti ficial i ntellects, hum ans,
posthumans, or n on- hum an an imals) an d en compasses
many pri nciples o f modern humanism. T ranshumanism
does n ots upport an y part icular part y, politician or
political platform [5].

According to transhumanists, technical progress, which is
continuously accelerating, as early as 2050 will provide an
opportunity tocre atepo sthuman, whosski llsa re
fundamentally different from the abilities of modern humans.
Especially ge netic engineering, m olecular n anotechnology,
creating neural p rostheses an d d irect in terfaces «computer
brain» will help to advance in this direction. Researchers of
the ph enomenon of t ranshumanism, in cluding Russian
scientist V. Maslov, talk about the four main stages ofthe
transition from human to posthuman;

1) Biological, it is aimed at the revealing and using of
the human genetic code;

2) cyborgical, the aim of which is combination of man
and machine;

3) informational, the main feature of which is the so -
called « downloading» - t he transfer of human
consciousness and the biological body into the computer;

4) virtual reality .

[Il. Opportunities of transhumanism

Transhumanism as theorists believe iti s based onthe
same positions as humanism, including respect for reason
and science, a tendency to progress, the recognition of the
dignity o f human life. The peculiarity o f transhumanism
is the recognition a nd anticipation o f radical changes in
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the nature a nd p ossibilities of o ur lives, which are t he
resultso ft he wvarioussc ientifica ndt echnological
innovations. The main goal o f transhumanism is infinite
perfection of m an u sing all possible m ethods f or this
purpose, that is why they support the development of new
technologies, among which nanotechnology is believed to
bet he mostpro mising, biotechnology,i nformation
technologies, projects in the field of artificial intelligence,
cryonics.At first glance, these ideas seem to be the fruit of
imagination of science fiction writers, but current realities
suggest that humanity is actively moving to wards era of
«posthumany. The following can be cited as evidence:

1) the appearance of man in the world becomes multivariate
(having children «in vitroy, surrogacy, donorship);

2) cryotechnology makes it possible to store germ cells
of dead people and contribute to their biological children;

3) hu man p hysicality b eing b ecomes multivariate ( the
latestad vancesi np lastic su rgery, tr ansplantation,
prosthetics give reason to believe that the body can’t be
considered to be one of the criteria of human identity and
became «suit», «packaging», which can be manipulated;

4) cellu lar eng ineering a nd clon ing i nvented b y it
create conditions for growing «spare parts» of man, and
thereby removing the problem of the human body wearing
out and aging;

5) deciphering of the human genome and the discovery
of g enetic mechanisms al low to sto p o perationo fany
genes.

IV. Risks of transhumanism

But transhumanism includes not only the potential benefits
but also the risks associated w ith n ew t echnologies. They
predict t hat humanity co uld e ventually b ecome a technical
person - posthuman. First of all this is connected to the fact
that much of the trends and concepts in transhumanism are
groundedo n theid eological levelb y principleso f
tehnotsentrizm and scientism. On this basis we can observe
retreat from is sues of s ocial ju stice, th e r eform of human
institutions an do therlan dmarkso fEn lightenment
humanism. By contrast narcissistic desire to go be yond the
human body in search of more sophisticated forms of life are
enhancing.b E gomania, selfishness o f human bod y dar ken
the prospects opened up by the introduction of new scientific
technological ad vances in human life. Thus, humanism is
replaced by bodycentrism - the cult of the body. Body, due to
the n umerous m edical procedures with it, turns into a so-
called simulacrum . From this point of view, transhumanism
in such manifestationsi s ther ejectiono f theid ealso f
humanism and r ejection o f pristine triune nature o f man -
spirit, soul and bod y (No N either shaltthou swear by thy
head , because you can not make a single hair white or black.
From Matt ., 5:36). In fact, excessive attention to the body
is is provokednotto s aveit, butf or further processing,
transformation. As a result, there are manipulations with the
organs, t hey are detached f romt he whole. Thistrendis
actively cultivated, p articularly in the media a nd co mputer
networks. O ften w e m eet t he interlocutor w hose opinion
does not even have a minimum personal color, it is a person
with the ever-changing identities, or «virtual identity», who
isn ot personally i dentified, m anipulated, passively g oing

with th e f low and h edonistic fashion, w illing to ch ange
bodily indefinitely for the bodily p leasures and bodily self-
fulfillment. S uch quirksis a realization i n m odern culture
risks, connected with a particular interpretation of the general
principles of transhumanism.

V. Dangers of transhumanism

As wecansee,onecan notdeny that the ideas of
transhumanism are permeated with positive intentions and
aim to change the lives of the individual and humanity for
the better, bu tata clos erl ook, th ere are s ome very
important ethical issues. Here are some of them:

1) What happens to the concept of fatherhood and who
will be res ponsible for the biological and psy chological
characteristics of «artificially bred» children;

2) whether the idea of «raising» children «on request»
does n ott ransfert he probl em of ¢ hildbearing i nto
consumer area where the child becomes a «commodity»
that meets the needs of a «buyer»;

3) whether the concept of a «perfect man» has a right to
exist;

4) w hether the c hange the genetic constitution o f man
would not to change his moral, spiritual identity;

5) whether the possibility of intervention in the human
genome wouldno t makegr oundfo rc riminal
manipulations;

6) whether the latest technologies will be accessible for
people of different income level;

7) w hether the 1 egal framework for « transhumans» is
needed, etc.

Conclusion

Let us con clude. Ign oring t hese probl ems, rel ated t o
transhumanic mo vementc an lead tone gative
consequencesi n humand evelopmenta nde vent he
disappearance of the human species. The main danger of
technological quirks of transhumanism is defined by our
understanding of how important human nature as a source
of v aluesi s.L imitless opt imism of t ranshumanic
movement may cause modern human to lose the sense of
line between the obvious advantages and insinuating evil .
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