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Abstract – The article the author analyzes the major 
periodicals of UGA issued with the support of the front-line 
 troops  and other military units.The author also gives a brief 
description of the major press  services  of state organs of the 
time. 
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I. Introduction  
Together with the process of origination and formation 

of the West Ukrainian National Republic(ZUNR) actually 
the proces s of dev elopment of t he ar med forces of  t he 
country, as a regular military army on the basis of military 
duty began. This process of  formation and es tablishment 
of an eff icient UGA was closely connected not only with 
the organization of its combat units, but also with a well-
established docum ent-information sy stem of  su pport of  
the army.   

One of  t he co mponents of  s tructures of  UG A, which 
worked in the channel of informing of the army, was to 
the press service. Therefore, it is  appropriate to p rovide 
an ov erview of  th e pres s, w hich was created by  th e 
initiative of the army personnel and became very closely 
connected w ith it. Am ong 50  pe riodicals th at w ere 
issued du ring t he 1918- 1919 i n G alicia an d Eas t 
Ukraine, the best and the most directly illustrating spirit 
of Galician  warriors were p eriodicals, issu ed with t he 
support of the front-line units or periodicals issued even 
by smaller military formations. 

II. Press organs of the state 
Information field o f Z UNR w as mainly filled b y th e 

organizations o f civ ilian an d n ational ch aracter, o r b y 
government agencies. In its majority the press of ZUNR 
was of n on-partisan n ature and s upported t he s truggle 
leading toUkrainian statehood. Almost al l organs of the 
press i ncluded so me go vernment se ctions o r he adings ,  
which housed a variety of information, orders and laws  
being of general and local character as well as having, to 
a cer tain extent, secular and military nature. A separate 
section in  pe riodicals w as de dicated t o th e official 
reports f rom th e f rontlines. I n ad dition, in  co nnection 
with th e U krainian-Polish w ar, co nsiderable att ention 
was paid to the orders of  the army headquarters and to 
the o rders of lo cal military f ormations, events f rom the 
frontlines; they published lists of the fallen riflemen and 
officers. 

At the initial stage of the formation of the army and 
its establishing (in November-December 1918) prior to 

its r eorganization in to b rigades an d co rps a lo t of 
different publications w ere s pread am ong arm y 
personnel. For  example, at  the beginning of November 
,1918 a daily periodical – «Ukrainian voice» started to 
be p ublished in  L viv(editor –  L . T sehelskiy, a well 
known p ublic an d political f igure , l ater M inister o f 
ZUNR). After the downfall of Lviv, “Ukrainian Voice” 
started its ac tivity in  T ernopil being p ublished b y 
famous p oet P.Karmansky i n sp ring o f 191 9, t his 
newspaper became an organ of the National Council [4, 
5, 6] . This official organ of  the government published 
first of all orders, notification laws, notes, ads, etc. But 
since Dec ember 8 , 1918. in th e 15 th is sue of  th e 
periodical th e n ote  ap peared th at “ the Uk rainian 
Voice” changes its field of activity and basically starts 
to pu blish p rivate n otes and an nouncements. A ll 
responsibility for the issue of the periodical went to the 
editorial office. However, due to the circumstances the 
periodical i n t he se venth i ssue of t he “U krainian 
Voices” from January 2 3, 1 919. A nnounces t hat i t 
becomes a “governmental body of the National Council 
and the District Commissariat”, and from the 8th issue 
of J anuary 2 4, 19 19.”the go vernmental b ody o f t he 
National C ommittee” [ 1, p.127]. On  May  4, 1 919. 
“Ukrainian Voice” ceases to ex ist as  a n ewspaper and 
is tr ansformed in to an other periodical en titled 
“Ukrainian News”. 

Another per iodical o f high level, which was sp read 
in th e a rmy, was th e dia ry of  “ Republica” – th e 
official or gan of t he g overnment o f  ZU NR (i t w as 
issued in  city o f S tanislaviv, Fe bruary 2  till M ay 2 5, 
1919). G alisian hi storian –  I van  Krevetskiy [ 11, 
p.226] w as i ts ed itor. Theophilus Kormosh, Bogdan 
Tchaikovsky, Ste pan Vit vitsky, L uts My shuha ,  
Mykhailo H rushevsky, S.  Siropolko a nd ot hers 
participated directly in  issu ing o f this n ewspaper as 
well [ 1, p.128]. A long w ith t he official publications 
of “ Republica” , it printed t he ad dresses an d a ppeals 
of t he government, t he orders and instructions o f t he 
headquarters t o th e s oldiers o f UGA, m essages f rom 
the f ronts an d lan ds occupied by th e Poles, s ketches 
about the feats o f arms o f the so ldiers , lists of fallen 
heroes. Alongside with the operational messages from 
the f ront “ Repubblica” h ad p rinted a lot of m aterials 
about th e h eroic ex ploits of  th e s oldiers an d en tire 
units. Whereas, th e a rmy was in  many asp ects of 
peasant origin, considerable attention was given to the 
publication of t he La nd A ct adop ted by t he National 
Council [9].  

The n ewspaper “ The U krainian fl ag” (edi tor – an 
outstanding public and political figure S.Baran.) was also 
widely s pread a mong Gali cian s erviceman. It  was 
published in 1919-1920. in Vienna. It often contained the 
patriotic articles written by the political figures of ZUNR, 
namely b y: К.Levitskiy, L. Tsehelskiy, К.Tryliovskiy, 
V.Shukhevych a nd ot hers, i nformation abou t t he 
liberation str uggle o f t he Ukrainians [14]. On No vember 
1, 1919 “ The U krainian flag” pu blished t he memoirs of 
the firs t C hairman o f th e Government of  th e ZUNR 
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К.Leviytskiy, a rticles o f V .Shukhevych, P .Karmanskiy, 
articles about the 1st  of November uprising in Lviv , the 
heroic s truggle of  t he Gal icians a gainst t he P olish 
occupation of Ukrainian land. 

III. Periodicals of the local District  
Military Commands 

Newspapers, w hich w ere pu blished in the region 
centres, were the off icial periodicals  of  state organs, bu t 
in th e con ditions of  t he war, th ey, in  fact, beca me t he 
periodicals of the District Military Commands.  

The newspaper “Ukraine” was one of  the first o f such 
periodicals(November 6, 19 18) published the in the town 
of Zhovkva on  t he bas is of  p ublishing h ouse o f t he 
Basilian Or derof t he Gr eek- Cat holic Church. Father 
Feschak was its editor , sub sequently he became the field 
confessor of the Galician army. In the first issue of it, he 
published th e Appeal o f t he District Combat Co mmittee 
to the Ukrainians of Zhovkva district, to take place in the 
ranks of  t he U krainian ar my [12]. In  ev ery is sue o f t he 
“Ukraine” he p ublished t he messages from t he fr ont, 
orders o f th e Co mmandant o f th e Di strict Mili tary 
Command, the Captain of the USS – Ivan Kossak (brother 
of th e Commander o f th e Galician  Army, Colonel 
H.Коssak). O ften, t hrough t he n ewspaper, h e e xpressed 
gratitude to the military units defending against Poles the 
western borders of Zhovkva Distict, adressed the military 
units stationed o n it s ter ritory an d units co mpleted b y 
soldiers from this district [13]. 

The di strict n ewspaper of t he N ational C ouncil i n 
Kolomyia “ Pokutskiy Vis nyk” ( “Pokuttia New s”) 
attracts our attention as w ell. I t was published twice a 
week ( editors – J. Navtchuk a nd O .Karashevytch ) . I t 
fruitfully co operated w ith well-known p oetess M aria 
Pidhirianka an d f amous teach er B.Zaklynskyy, 
M.Holubets, D .Nykolyshyn a nd o thers. The e ditorial 
board of t he n ewspaper paid s pecial attention t o 
elucidation of the Ukrainian people's st ruggle for their 
statehood. The periodical h as r epeatedly a ppealed t o 
the population of the Krai (State), to the soldiers of the 
army with appea ls t o protect t heir country f rom t he 
Polish a nd Ro manian i nvasion [8] . It p ublished 
information f rom th e f ronts ab out participation in  th e 
battles of Hu tsul m ilitary f ormations f ormed in  
Pokuttia areas [7]. 

Newspapaer “B erezhany H erald” w as a lso w idely 
spread am ong in fantry s ervicemen. It, in  particular, 
published th e f amous s peech of  th e am bassador 
T.Staruh a t t he N ational Counc il m eeting [ 2]. In t his 
newspaper t he l etter of  A .Staruh, br other of  t he 
ambassador T.Staruh, a bout t he p ersecution a nd 
mockery o f th e P olish au thorities o ver th e Uk rainians 
Lemkos(ethnic gr oup of U krainian na tion) w as 
published as w ell [ 3]. Alongside w ith th e state 
publications an d reg ional periodicals in  th e en d of  
1918 in  th e Gal ician ar my private m ilitary p ress w as 
initiated, which was based on the traditions laid by the 
journalism of the USS riflemen. [10]. 

Conclusion 
Summarizing the review of military press of UGA and 

its role in the document-information support of the army 
servicemen, i t i s worth no ting t hat d uring t he whole 
period of the Ukrainian national liberation movement  the 
printed word was a  si gnificant factor i n t he mobilization 
of Ukrainian people, strengthening of moral and fighting 
spirit of the  riflemen,  warrant-officers and army officers. 
By its activities, the press contributed to strengthening of 
 the r anks o f th e Galicia n ar my, which led  th e 9 -month 
war for i ndependence of  t he R epublic with a po werful 
enemy – Pol and. In  t he s ummer of  1919 i t h elped t he 
UNR Army to  liberate from the Bolsheviks almost all the 
territory o f Ukrine o n  right bank  of t he D neeper River 
with the capital Kiev. It helped to stubbornly fight against 
the invasion of Denikin's forces as well. 
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