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Abstract — this paper acquaints us with an authentic
women’s decorations of 19™ and 20™ centuries created in the
Left-bank Ukraine. This topic is unexplored because of the
historical events that took place in the Ukraine over the
centuries. In hisresearch the author made a conclusion about
an insufficient of source base on this subject. Masters of
jewelry usually are unknown, so author began to explore the
centers were this women decorations was made, their symbolic
significance in Ukrainian culture and beliefs of the people,
and the evolution of these jewelry under the influence of time
and other cultures.
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I. The History of goldsmiths in Ukraine

Mentions i n the li terature ab out t he goldsmiths ( as in
Ukraine is o ften called the masters j ewelers) indicate that
this craft de veloped in the 14th and 16th centuries. In the
Ukrainian cities o f Lviv, Kyiv, Kamenetz-Podolsk, Lutsk,
ets. Base metal for making women's jewelry was gold and
silver. Endowed with a high plastic properties, malleability,
these metals b eautifully r eflect] ightr aysan d allow
modeling o f volumes and shapes to form interesting light
and shadow e ffects. Often was used i nt he decoratio ns
colored preci ous stones, whichi nt he 14t ha nd 16t h
centuries was valued not for the quality and purity, glitter
or m aterial v alue, but m ainly for their color- delicate
sapphire, mysterious emerald, hot color of jahont.

Approach to th e stones has changed in the second half
of the 17" century, when they became less and less seen
as colored s pots on the back ground of the metal. T hese
changes occu rred as ares ult of clos e con tact with t he
craftsmen from Constantinople, where mainly imported to
the city and other cities of colored stones, richly decorated
with jewels of the Greek masters.

Since then, in the local wares appears typical for East
abrupt matching of e meralds and rubies arranged in th e
different ornamental forms.

A various nec k a nd brea st adornments t hat abs orbed
basic te ndencies co nnected with the a ncient be liefs and
rites have e njoyed wide p opularity a mong U krainian
women si ncel onga go. A co mplex breast adornm ent
consisted o fa fe w co mponents harmonically co nnected
with eac h ot her a Iways ra nked high. T ocreates uch
adornment goldsmith used different beads, coins, dukaches,
crosses, s mall ic ons a nd in cense b urners. Amongt he
variety of bows, goldsmiths was offering to their customers
three main types of du kaches, th at wereth e most
widespread i n U kraine. T hey were ca lled— “braided”,
“horned” a nd “Veremiyivskyy” - d ukaches. I ne ach of
them there are specimens that differ in sizes, which depend

on the n ominal value of the th e coin, which suspended in
the form of the locket - dukaches. "Braided" - is the oldest
type of bow. About such bows even the masters was saying
"old w ork". A Ithough in so me f amilies f rom Co ssacks
villages such as Sa movytsya,Demky, they still was carried
till't he3 Oso ft he2 Othc entury. T heb asiso ft he
compositiono ft heb ow wast heco ntourso ft wo
intertwined hearts. "Horned" dukaches were worn in many
areas i n the Left-Bank U kraine. B ut most popul ar t hey
were in th e towns like Chornobay an d I rkliyiv. Th e
composition o fthe bow has the form o f fantastic flower
that has been stretched horizontally. The fl ower has three
pairs of major petals. The ends of the leaves go beyond the
general contour of t he bow, that resembles a horn. T here
are placed th e prec ious s tones, bet ween t he le aves. T he
third type of the dukaches its "veremiyivski" — named after
the town Veremiyivka were they was the most popular. By
its de sign, decor an d co lors they have been look like the
colorful and glorious flower. That is why they were called
"flower". Dukaches with "Veremiyivski" bows was spread,
noto nly in Veremiyivka, b utal so in the neighboring
villages. We should also mentioned that on the Left-Bank
the goldsmiths was working for an order n early in e very
village.

II. A review of scientific literature
about the women's jewelry

Amongt he majorres earchersof female breas t
adornments we can def ine the research o f Ivan S paskyi
“Ukrainski d ykatu ta d ykachi” [ Ukrainian d ukaty a nd
dukaches], Mark Petrenko “Ukrainske zolotarstvo X VI —
XVIII s tolittia” [Uk rainian j ewelery o f 16th — 18th
centuries], H anna V rochynska “Ukrainski narodni
zhinochi prykrasy XIX —poch atku XX s tolit” [Uk rainian
women folk jewelry 19th and early 20th centuries] T he
authors of t hese book s t elling us about the history o f
making jewelry in Ukraine. Dukachi with bows worn only
inthe villages onthe left bank o f Ukraine. [ 1] On the
right bank t hey cou ld be f ound on ly at t hose who
migrated from the left coast. Album of watercolors of 18"
century by O. Shafonskoho featuring the distinctive types
in U krainian national cos tumes and clearl y de monstrate
that “dukach” was a ce ntral, f ront j ewerly, t hat was
organizing the whole complex of the breast adornment in
a womens costume. A written sources prove thatinthe
17th- 18th centuries more affluent Ukrainian women and
girls, daughters and wifes of Cossacks was using in the ir
dreses n ecklace o fpearls , garnets, coral, g old coi ns,
chains and crosses framed with jewels. A foreign traveler
O. von Goon in 1805 w as shocked with wretchedness of
Ukrainian villages near Yahotyn, but at the same time he
noticed that the jewerly on the womens neck frequently
have cost more t han the whole h ouse. He al so make a
sketch of a girl in a national costume with coral necklace
onhe rne ck. Theres earcher of th e folk cos tumes
Holovatskoho noticed thatin those days it was usual to
postpone a certai n a mount o f money for t he eco nomic
turnover an dth eres tof t he moneys avingas th e
incorruptible cap ital i n th e corals, d ukaches a nd o ther
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womens j ewerly, that have been pas sed do wn f rom
generation to generation.

In contemporary researches there is an opinion that the
widespread of using coins in jewelry is undeniable sign
for degeneration of goldsmith.

Il The decline and the revival of women's
adornments against the background
of historical events in Ukraine

Jewelry fr omt he a ncient t imes a lways was ha ving
meaning of the wery important amulets, that should have
been protecting women, especially her breasts where the
human soul should be located.

Crosses, e arrings, were more si mple t han o n t he le ft
bank. Ins tead of corals women was wearing " red s tone
necklace" or a n ecklace made of colored g lass. How we
can ex plain th is? The cau sesarero otedin path of
historical dev elopment o f di fferent re gions o f U kraine.
Major events of the Liberation W ar under the leadership
of Bohdan Khmelnytsky took place on the right bank, so
economics of these regions carried the burden of wartime.
Right B ank o f Ukraine was fractured by P olish n obility
and was s uffering from a horrible h arassment. Fra gile
peaceful development on the left bank was broken by the
actions o f H etman V yhovsky who began to res trict t he
rights of local people. At the end of 17th- the first half of
the 18" century, a sig nificant d evelopment o f goldsmith
craft has undergone in the Kiev and the cities on the Left-
bank o fU kraine: N izhin, Chernihiv an d ot hers. T his
period h as becom e t he cen tury of pros perity of the old
Ukrainian j ewelery. M asters ha ve used he re a Imost a 1l
known techniques of forging, casting, soldering, carving,
extraction o f wirea nds o on. F or f inishing produ cts
applied c arving, e ngraving, gilding, filigree, n ielloand
enamel.

In the 19th century the popul ation of U kraine tried to
defend their belonging to the Cossack status, people was
imitating C ossacks traditions , s tyle o fcloth inga nd
jewelry choices. As example they was taking the time of
the Hetmanate.

In the Left-bank Ukraine one big dukach decorated with
the metal bo w do minated am ong ot her kind of breas t
adornment. Beads t he most popu lar co mponent of a
women’s breas t adorn ment, are widely-spread ov er th e
whole Ukraine. They differ from one another by material,
color, shape and way to wear [2].

A bead made of coral, a mber, s malt, an d trans parent
glass always ranked high.

Coral beads were widely spread in Uk raine, alt hough
weren’t affordable for poor p eople. Such adornment has
been p assing from o ne ge neration t o a nother t o e nrich
maidens dowry.

Sometimes a neck adornment made of coral cos t more
than the whole country house or even the whole farm. A
family jewelry in the countryside has been accumulating
through t he ge nerations. H onored with t hree h undred
years old fashion, these beads, dukaches and crosses have
been inherited from one generation to another and always
been kept properly [3].

With time in co mplexes o f female j ewelery has b een
widely used decorations of royal minting coins. Bows and
madalions w as m ade from coins into dukaches, it was
richly decorated with beads , f rom coi ns people was
making an earings, women was prefering to wear, a big
silver or g olden coin with t he i mage of t he e mpresses,
among the people they were called dukach “with tsarina”.
Fig. 1

Sometimes we can found dukaches with foreign silver
coins with the image of Mother of God, to them we can
include the famous “PATRONA BAVARIAE”

Beads, coral, g lass, s ilver (coin s). Du kach “with
tsarina”. U nknown goldsmith. V oronizh ( currently
Russian Federation). 19" century.

In 1940s all such countryside adornments have gone out
of fashion b ut ne vertheless been ke pt b y vi llagers for
many decades, especially those made of corals.

As1 wastak ing p art o fth e ex hibition " Ukrainian
national women's jewelry o f XVIII-XXth centuries" that
took place at th e Holy Dormition Cathedral in Poltava, I
getalo to fpriceless in formation ab out d ukach on th e
Left-bank U kraine. B yt his work I h opeto r aise an
interest to masterpieces created by b ygone U krainian
masters. These folk womens adornments would become a
gem of many museum collections.

Nowadays women’s old adornments are booming again.
This ti me t hey are beco ming widespread as i mportant
attribute of the modern stylish clothes.
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