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The article analyzes the attitude of the population of 
Zhovkva district to the Bolshevik government. It is specified 
that with the coming to power of Soviet government there also 
occurred the positive changes that have provided the support 
of the population for this power. At the same time, the causes 
of discontent of the rest of the people with the Soviet 
government are found out. 
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I. Introduction 
The political changes that occurred in the period 1939 - 

1941 y ears, a ffected Galic ia people, an d th eir attit ude 
towards t he new g overnment produ ced th e tactics  a nd 
methods of the fighters for Ukrainian national idea. It was 
the popu lation’s percept ion o f t he new pol icy 
(implemented b y th e p articular o ccupation r egime) th at 
dictated new goals, mobilized the residents to take certain 
actions. Gi ven t his t he a nalysis of  t he att itude o f th e 
population of Zhovkva di strict [1] to  th e o ccupation 
regimes is relevant. The importance of the subject is also 
explained b y t he fact t hat to day's p oliticians, h istorians 
have d ifferent in terpretations o f W estern Uk rainian 
participation in  W orld W ar I I, the a mbiguous attit ude to  
the leaders  of  t he national movement i n Zhovkva is  al so 
observed. H owever, s uch c ontroversial q uestions a re 
much ea sier to s olve, when co nsidering w hich were the 
priorities of  th e occu pied territories’ popu lation a nd 
whether t hese p riorities were co nsidered b y th e 
occupation regimes. 

The question of t he occupation regimes of Worl d War 
II is now in sight of many history researchers. Let us note 
that t he s ubject of  Sov iet gov ernment repeatedl y was 
explored by  modern s cientists. A mong t hem we should 
mention Y. Sl ivka, V. Maslovskiy, M. Shvagulyak [2], I. 
Bilas [3]. How ever, th eir s cientific res earch is  focused 
mainly o n th e st udy o f th e r esistance movement in  
Ukraine i n g eneral, an d th e stu dies b y V. Ho lubko, A . 
Seredyak focus on the separate Yavoriv district  [4]. 

The aim o f o ur study i s to  follow t he att itude o f t he 
population of  Zh ovkva di strict t o t he Bol shevik 
occupation reg ime an d to indicate th e reas ons for th is 
attitude. 

As you know, a fter Worl d War I t he land o f We stern 
Ukraine came under the influence of Poland, Romania and 
Czechoslovakia. Ga licia, i n partic ular, e xperienced a  
significant influence of Poland. By the Second World War 

Galicians were denied the right to decide their own destiny. 
Ukrainian i ntelligentsia h ad already then f ought for t he 
preservation of  national identity. It  was more said on  t his 
subject in the works by I. Havryliv and T. Hryvul  [5]. 

ІІ. Main 
Ukrainians have a lways sought t o p reserve t heir 

language, to supervise the production and social processes 
all by themselves. They wanted to live prosperously, free. 
They were tired of the pressure of the Polish authorities. 

Since the beginning of the German-Soviet War, Polish 
soldiers r etreated, to  p ower i n Galicia  B olsheviks ca me. 
They started to ch ange peo ple's l ives f or t he Soviet 
system. Their main task was to ensure order, to eliminate 
the landlords and the monastic estates and pass them into 
the hands o f t he poores t. H ere are t he ex amples of t he 
methods o f th e co mpleting these ta sks: in  t he v illage 
Dobrosyn i n O ctober 1939 157 h ectares of  l and an d al l 
the propert y of  l andlord Y aroshinskiy was di stributed 
among t he poors ; i n t he vi llage Boy anets 17 l aborers 
received 28 h ectares of  land, 45 poors  receiv ed 72  
hectares. 

Poors, of  cou rse, were pleas ed th at th ey were given 
land. Thus they also tried to support the new government. 
For example, in the village Matsoshyn seizure of property 
from a lo cal priest was organized by the inhabitant of the 
same village Hevak Stepan, who had been appointed the 
commandant o f p olice b y t he ne w government [6]. T his 
indicates that th e So viet a uthorities b egan to  meet lo cal 
poor farmers needs, saving them from poverty. Thus they 
willingly depriv ed o f t heir wealth ev en t heir wealthy 
neighbours. 

The So viet go vernment ha s made so me p ositive 
changes i n t he in dustry: local plan ts reopen ed -  
glassworks, textile factory, tannery, started working three 
brickyards a nd p aper f actory. P eople were willing to  
accept th e fact t hat medical care h ad beca me free of 
charge, they were pleased that eight reading houses, two 
cinemas, etc. had been opened  [7]. 

These seemingly positive developments have provided 
support for the Soviet regime not only among the former 
members o f CP WU, K omsomol members a nd t heir 
supporters, bu t al so a mong a l arge part  of  t he poors , 
which became sympathetic with communists. 

But many i nhabitants al so understood t hat with t he 
approval of education (it had been organized the activity 
of about 100 schools) and culture, the indoctrination took 
place in  t hese areas , which i ncluded t he res tructuring o f 
life according  to t he Mar xist-Leninist ideology , th e 
replacement of established values with new ones. That is 
why the popu lation reacte d to th e arriv al of  t he 
Bolsheviks with d istrust. T his i s ho w t he c itizen o f 
Zhovkva J ohn Mav dryk recalls : " We h eard ab out th e 
repression of the people in  the Soviet Ukraine. But when 
the Bolsheviks came, we were first keeping silent, but as 
they had lived here just a li ttle – they immediately started 
to ch oose th e in tellectuals. And many intellectuals w ere 
taken a way t o Ru ssia j ust i n a  c ouple o f m onths. So me 
were in  e xile, an d so me k illed an d still n o h air o f 
them"[8]. The ci tizen of Zhovkva Lyubov Tymtsiv adds, 
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"The wise people and those who stood for Ukraine were 
eliminated. Mar iya Sa lo was k illed. Ev en speaking o f 
Ukraine was forbidden" [9]. 

Only in the first months of their stay at the new location 
the So viets were r ather lo yal to ward th e es tablished 
values of  th e citize ns. H owever, already  in  1940-
1941those di sagreeing with t he pol icies of  government 
were arres ted, hundreds o f t hem were el iminated. T he 
new government, having sensed the resistance of Galicia 
to th eir id eology, to  th e co llectivization o f lan d an d 
private f arms, to th e p rohibition o f national p arties a nd 
public o rganizations, i mmediately l aunched a n o ffensive 
to Ukrainians. The repressions started, the most common 
form of which was deportation. In Zhovkva district it was 
planned to evict 283 estates (1572 persons) [10]. 

As Vasil Roman recall s, in  his village Mat soshyn at  
night on  Ma y 22, 1941  s ix f amilies were tak en to th e 
northern districts of t he USSR. The repressions by which 
the B olsheviks tr ied to  f orce p eople t o o bey th eir 
authorities, to  r efuse national an d tr aditional b eliefs, 
caused h atred of  t he l ocal popu lation, an d t herefore –  
resistance [11]. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the attitude of the population of Zhovkva district 
(as o ne o f t he si gnificant districts o f Ga licia) to  th e 
Bolshevik government in 1939-1941 was ambiguous: the 
new government was su pported by  t he CPWU f ormer 
members an d t heir s ympathizers, an d b y s ome people 
who g ot pl ots of  l and, a  con siderable part  of  t he 
population resisted to the Soviet authority. 
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