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Abstract. The article provides complex analysis of EU 
cooperation with the “third” states, namely, in the form of 
cooperation called “Association agreements”. It is stated that 
this type of cooperation is aimed at strengthening the 
cooperation between the international actors and in future can 
lead to the full-fledged integration of the associate state with 
the European Community. The article considers the samples of 
“Association agreements” making with different states and 
regions, their content and consequences for the “third” states.  
Кеу wo rds – EU , c ooperation, A ssociation a greement, 

Agreement a bout Eur opean Economic Sp ace, A greement 
“About Interregional Association”. 

I. Introduction  
The i nternational EU  coope ration with many o f i ts 

states has the form of bi lateral cooperation as a resu lt o f 
Commercial agreement, cooperation agreements, etc. T he 
states which are not its legal, rightful members are called 
“third” states. This term is provided in the art. 113, 228 of 
the Roman a greement a bout Un ified Eco nomic 
Community Association [1, p. 64].  

II. Page Setup 
The earliest association agreements were made by EEC 

in 1973 with Greece, Turkey, and the group of the former 
colonial pos sessions o f Fra nce, B elgium, a nd Ital y. At 
that t ime as sociation o n t he on e hand was t he fence-
mending tool between the former metropolis and colonies 
through th eir i nvolvement i nto th e trading pref erences, 
and on  the ot her – the t ool of sh ifting t o t he free t rade 
zone and establishment of customs union (as with Greece 
and Turkey during the said period, and Cyprus and Malta 
in t he earl y 1970- s). D uring 1990- s t he A ssociation 
agreements were made with C EE which c ame t o b e 
known as  Eu ropean a greements. T he prea mble an d th e 
first section o f th ese ag reements state t hat as sociation is  
the tool of EEC membership achievement.  

In l ate 199 0-s –earl y 2000- s i n order  t o develop t he 
relations with Arabic co untries o f Med iterranean world 
and Is rael, EU s tarted making E uro-Mediterranean 
association agreements which did not contain any hints of 
membership i n this o rganization and were li mited to  t he 
creating free trade zon e with t hese s tates a nd to the 
development of  political and h umanitarian cooperation  
[2].  

In 1990-s the EU’s interest growth in the States of Latin 
America was in line with the large-scale i nvestment in to 
energy, banking, and information sectors. On October 01, 
2000 E conomic Partnership, Political C oordination an d 
Cooperation Agreement took effect bet ween Mexico and 

EU. T he E U’s h urry i n which t he Mexico negotiations 
were concluded was caused by the necessity of having the 
assured acces s to t he market of  NAFTA member-states 
and preventing obstacles to t he realization of its personal 
economic interests. Although the agreement title co ntains 
the notion of association the researchers do not consider it 
the Association agreement. However, on March 01, 2005 
the Association ag reement to ok eff ect bet ween EU a nd 
Chili the content of which was very much si milar to the 
Euro-Mediterranean ag reements b ut did n ot con tain t he 
free trade zon e oblig ations or  m embership pers pective. 
The poin ts at is sue were on ly the di versification an d 
development of  bilateral co mmercial relation s accordin g 
to the WTO provisions. Real izing the key foreign policy 
and saf ety s trategy p roviding f or its ad vancement i n all 
world reg ions, EU  C ouncil i n April 2007 a pproved t he 
mandate for co nducting th e n egotiations a s to  th e 
Association agreement w ith th e C entral Am erican and 
Andean C ommunity states. B esides, t he negotiations are  
in progress about the Interregional association agreement 
between EU  a nd ME RCOSUR which started i n 2000.  
This is  caused b y the co ntradictions between the Unions 
as to the agricultural goods trading liberalization. 

Special atten tion is r equired b y t he r elations b etween 
EU a nd E FTA ( Norway, I sland, Li echtenstein, 
Switzerland). A ccording to  th e ar t. 1  of th e EEA 
Agreement, t he members o f which are EU an d EFT A 
(except S witzerland), th e d ocument is  a n Association 
agreement. EU co nsults t hese s tates on  t he U nion draf t 
legislation b ut t hey d o n ot p articipate in  its d ecisions 
approval. EF TA cou ld t o s ome e xtent be cons idered as  
associated EU members, but they are not referred as such 
in t he off icial docum ents of  EU . A part f rom EU  
associated status, there is no other status in its law.  

Thus European Association agreements can be ref erred 
to as  t he “Third State s a greements”, namely t he on es 
between EU an d 10 C entral and Eastern European s tates 
(they all beca me t he members of  EU), ag reement with 
Turkey (September 12, 1963)  and association agreement 
signed between European Union and some Mediterranean 
states ( Cyprus, Mal ta) i n 1960- s. According to t hese 
agreements, t he con ditions were deter mined of 
cooperation between EU and these states during their pre-
entry period. T hese agreements are v ery s imilar b y their 
content and text. W ith regard to t his, the researches cal l 
these a greements t ypical [2], in  practice, th ough, each 
agreement deter mines s pecific as sociation i ssues ta king 
into account the specificity of bilateral relations of certain 
state with the European Union, priorities and the spheres 
of mutual interests.  

On Marc h 08, 1993 t he A ssociation a greement was 
signed between EU and Bulgaria [3] which took effect on 
February 01, 1994 after its ratification at Bulgaria General 
Meeting, Eu ropean P arliament an d at all National 
parliaments of member-states.  

On F ebruary 01, 1993 t he Association ag reement was 
signed between EU and Romania [4] which took effect in 
1994, after ratification in Romanian Parliament, European 
parliament a nd all n ational p arliaments o f EU member-
states. T he agreement co nsists of  prea mble, 126 art icles, 
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19 supplements, and 7 protocols. The agreement preamble 
also pres upposes R omania EU membership (R omania 
became EU member on January 01, 2007).  

Stabilization and Asso ciation agreements w ere m ade 
between EU  an d Macedon ia (f ormer Y ugoslavian 
Republic o f Maced onia), Cr oatia, B osnia a nd 
Herzegovina, Albania a nd Kosovo. T hough, c urrently, 
these ag reements are  made on ly with Macedon ia (on 
March 26, 20 01 in Luxemburg, took effect i n 2004) an d 
Croatia. T he ag reement bet ween EU an d Macedon ia [5] 
consists of  prea mble, 128 art icles, 7 appen dixes a nd 5 
protocols. The agreement preamble also provided for the 
membership perspective for Macedonia (today Macedonia 
has th e off icial s tatus of  candidate g ranted in  Dece mber 
2005) [5].  

On F ebruary 06, 2007 U kraine a nd EU  s tarted 
negotiating as to  th e new e nhanced ag reement th e first 
stage of which took place on March 05, 2007 in  Brussels. 
In S eptember 2008 i n Pari s du ring t he EU -Ukraine 
summit the p arties a greed t hat t he a greement will b e 
referred to as “Association agreement” [7].  

Association ag reement will not pres uppose Uk raine’s 
EU membership, though it will facilitate the development 
of r elations b etween t he t wo p arties, will str engthen 
political an d eco nomic in tegration with EU. Ho wever, 
this will be just the beginning of challenging work. After 
Association ag reement ta kes eff ect, Uk raine h as to 
complete its tasks, including but not limited to Ukrainian 
law ad aptation to  EU, as th e la w ad aptation is d ynamic 
and can  not b e li mited to  t he d etermination o f sp ecific 
adaptation spheres and the list of EU regulatory acts to be 
implemented into national legislation. 

Complex p rocess o f ad aptation o f Uk raine la w i n 
accordance with th e acqui s co mmunautaire th rough 
appropriate a mendments to ex isting le gislation an d 
developing new a cts b ased a cquis c ommunautaire 
requires an  i ntegrated approach . A pproximation of 
legislation is not limited to direct modification or creation 
of new laws. A very important component of this process 
is t he im plementation a nd en forcement o f a pproximated 
legislation . W ithout these components of adaptation of a 
purely formal, inefficiencies in the process. To avoid this 
problem, t he adaptation  proces s i n U kraine has clearl y 
coordinated t hrough t he c reation o f a ppropriate 
conditions. I n th is co ntext, th e ex perience o f P oland as 
our n eighbor an d th e s tate , w hose Eu ropean in tegration 
step co mpleted s uccessfully, are ex tremely i mportant to 
Ukraine. 

Consequently, the EU association with the "third" states 
and in ternational o rganizations can  b e d efined as setti ng 
between th e union a nd th e t hird co untry o r in ternational 
organization p referred contractual r elationships 
established to achieve common goals, which realize parity 
authorities able to adopt decis ions binding on the parties, 

and within which p rovided partial participation as sociate 
partner in the EU legal order. 

Conclusion 
Researching diff erent f orms of th e EU dialog ue with 

the “third” states widespread in EU’s practice, it can  be 
concluded th at th e as sociation as  a f orm of  in tegrated 
relations not only with separate states but with the group 
of states of certain world regions is one of the main and 
the most widespread f orms of  t his cooper ation. 
Association pr ovides f or th e com mon i nterests, 
cooperation d evelopment and in tegrating ef forts aim ed 
at en suring stab le eco nomic and p olitical development, 
solving global an d reg ional pr oblems, s afety 
maintenance, cu ltural an d oth er v alues, welfare 
improvement an d fulfillment o f o ther g eopolitical 
objectives. How ever, to s ucceed, s tates h ave t o c reate 
political an d leg al m echanisms for d evelopment o f 
political, eco nomic an d co mmercial r elations b ased o n 
the democratic standards.  
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