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The article analyzes the significance of democratic values as 
an important source of Ukrainian «soft power» policy. It also 
investigates negative tendencies that take place at the present 
stage of implementation of «soft power» policy in Ukraine. 
Moreover, the conclusion about the necessity of accomplishing 
a number of conditions for a successful implementation of 
foreign policy strategy of «soft power» in Ukraine and also 
improvement image of the country in the global community 
has been drawn.  
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І. Introduction 
At t he beg inning of t he 21 st cen tury s tates h ave come 

across n ovel i nternational p henomena which co nfirmed 
the i neffectiveness of  «hard po wer» while deali ng with 
the c hallenges o f modernity. Un der s uch circ umstances 
there is  a need to dev elop alternative and more e ffective 
ways to  i mplement national in terests in  t he s ystem o f 
international r elations. T hus, m uch o f th e d eveloped 
nations of  t he world ref use the on ly «hard» f ormat of  
transacting their foreign policy, gradually giving it «soft» 
hue. U kraine als o does n’t rem ain as ide of  g lobal 
transformations, identifying priority aim of state policy as 
development an d i mprovement of  t he «soft 
power»strategy. It creates  prerequisites for the expansion 
of in terstate cooperation  and in vestment opportu nities 
positioning U kraine o n t he in ternational ar ena a s a 
developed democratic state.  

ІІ. State of Research 
The con cept of th e «soft pow er», it s i nstruments, a nd 

resource bas e have been inv estigated b y s uch foreign 
researchers as  J . S. Ny e, R . O. Keoh ane, Z b. 
Bzhezynskyi, B . Gill, Y.  Hu ang, e tc. Among t he 
representatives o f n ational p olitical scien ce o ne sh ould 
distinguish the w orks by A . Lu tsenko, I. Slisar enko, M. 
Kapitonenko, V. Tronenko, Ye. Kaminskyi, etc.  

J. S . N ye bei ng t he founder of  t he «soft po wer» 
concept, treats it as the ability to achieve the desired result 
not by  coerci on or pay ments, bu t t hrough appeal , t he 
source of  which i s t he in ternal an d ex ternal v alues o f a 
state [ 23, p .11]. I n th e modern in ternational s ystem 
democratic values which ar e realized in  t he do mestic 
structure an d i n i nternational coope ration are percei ved 
positively. D uring o ne o f the d iscussions, th e r esearcher 
noted that Ukraine has attracted many people, not only in 
the U.S.  b ut al so ar ound the world, b y moving to wards 
democracy and respect towards human rights. Therefore, 
on the conviction of  J. S . N ye, «soft po wer» of  U kraine 
presupposes t he dev elopment an d maintenance of 
democratic ideals  [2]. Thus, th e ai m of  t he paper is  to  

analyze Uk rainian s ystem o f de mocratic values as  an 
important issue of its «soft power» strategy. 

ІІІ. The main material 
At the be ginning of  t he 1990s, U kraine decl ared 

democratic priorities in the conduct of i ts internal policy. 
Fundamentals of regime are noted in the basic law –  the 
Constitution o f U kraine which d etermines th e p rincipal 
governmental as the one of developing and strengthening 
of d emocratic is sues. I n p articular, Article 1  o f t he 
Chapter I of t he C onstitution of U kraine mentions t hat 
«Ukraine is a s overeign, independent, democratic, social, 
lawful state» [6].  

Being a dem ocratic country, Uk raine decla res 
adherence t o th e s ix bas ic prin ciples of  dem ocracy, 
namely: t he p rinciple o f r ecognition an d p rotection o f 
human r ights ( Article 3 , th e C hapter I I o f th e 
Constitution o f U kraine, w hich p rovides a d etailed 
definition of human rights and freedoms in our country); 
national so vereignty ( Article 5 , 7, 17, 69, 70 , 71, 72 , 
124, th at reveal th e w ays o f its im plementation); 
division of power into legislative, executive and judicial 
one (Article 6, the Chapter IV-IX of the Constitution of 
Ukraine, which specifies the credentials of the branches 
of g overnment); ru le of  l aw (A rticle 8, 55, 56, 5 9, 6 2, 
63, that capture the human right to judicial protection of 
its rights); the recognition of property rights and equality 
of all forms of ownership in the face of the law (private, 
collective, stat e, m unicipal) ( Articles 1 3, 1 4); p olitical, 
economic, id eological, an d cultural d iversity ( Articles 
15, 10, 11) [6]. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Ukrainian political system 
is considered to have democratic status, the actual level of 
democracy in t he s tate has, accordin g to th e main 
indicators, significantly decreased. Thus, according to the 
international NGO F reedom Hou se, Uk raine of  2012,  
belongs to the group of «partly free» countries. According 
to the scale of evaluation, where 1 is the best result, and 7 
is the worst, freedom ratings equal to 3.5, civil liberties to 
3 and political rights to 4 points [20]. 

TABLE I  
RATE AND AVERAGE ESTIMATES OF TRANSITION,  

WHERE 1 – THE BEST RESULT, 7 – WORST [22] 

Ukraine (2012 points) 
Democracy Points 4.82 

Regime Classification Transitional Government 
or Hybrid Regime 

National Democratic 
Governance 5.75 

Electoral Process 3.75 
Civil Society 2.75 

Independent Media 4.00 
Local Democratic 

Governance 5.50 

Judicial Framework and 
Independence 6.00 

Corruption 6.0 0 
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The r easons f or th e situation, f irst o f all, ar e in  t he 
lack of national unity and clear government strategy for 
democratic ref ormation. A s ignificant obs tacle f or 
democratic tr ansformation is  the p resence o f high le vel 
of pr operty s tratification, ch aracterized by  n on-
development of  the middle class and a l arge proportion 
of th e poo r. The d eficiency of  appro priate leg al 
framework for s tate p rocesses reg ulation an d th e 
absence of influential political elite, which would adhere 
to democratic values and be the mobilization tool for the 
national masses arou nd th e i dea of  dem ocratic ch ange, 
make the anxiety. That is  why a larg e proportion of the 
population i s m arginalized an d i s n ot aw are of  t he 
importance of  democratic r eforms a nd s o rev eals t he 
political passivity.  

The f ull i mplementation o f Uk raine’s foreign «soft 
power» policy  s uggests th e dev elopment of  con ceptual 
framework o f civ il s ociety as th e s ystem in dependent 
from the state social institutions and relationships, which 
provide the conditions for self-realization of individuals 
and groups, private interests and needs [1]. 

Although U kraine has a Coordinating C ouncil f or 
Civil Society Development [7], an d Presidential Decree 
«About State P olicy Str ategy for C ivil Society  
Development i n Uk raine an d Pr iority Measu res for its 
Implementation» (2012) [ 16], the process of  s tabilizing 
civil s ociety i n ou r cou ntry is really  s low. T he cu rrent 
situation is p rovoked b y cer tain f actors. Am ong th em 
there is p olitical ig norance o f Uk rainian citizen s, 
causing r eluctance to  i mpact th e p olitical an d so cio-
economic situation i n the co untry. Eq ually i mportant is 
the lack  o f in stitutional component, an d t herefore 
imperfection o f th e leg al f ramework th at r egulates th e 
civil s ociety activ ity. T he m ajor obs tacle m ay be th e 
lack o f ex perience in  co operation o f p ublic au thorities 
with civ il s egments, in efficient s ocial an d econ omic 
policy, reducing the freedom of information, pressure on 
the media s ources, deliv ered by  government ag encies, 
etc.  

Internal p olitical d evelopment o f U kraine is  an  
integral part of forming the image of our country on the 
international arena. It is ev ident that the lack of internal 
stability in  th e p olitical sp here, different in terpretations 
of democratic values, inadequate legal framework do not 
promote a p ositive p erception o f Uk raine b y th e 
international community. 

For many countries, modern Ukraine is considered as 
the state with selective justice, high level of corruption, 
political instability, etc. F or instance, polish experts in 
the Su rvey o f th e I nstitute o f W orld Po licy, h eld in  
2011, t reat Uk raine as a country with a def icit of 
democracy, corruption, an d the olig archs [1 0, s.11]. 
Romanian ex perts f ollow the si milar p osition an d 
associate Uk raine w ith «immature dem ocracy», 
«incoherent policy», and persecution of opposition [10, 
s.15]. Positive attitude t owards Uk raine is als o n ot 
promoted by the fact that our country is among the five 
leading c ountries f or th e n umber o f complaints to th e 
European Court o f Human Rights [3]. However, a t the 
same ti me, in  th e e yes of ex perts f rom B elarus, 

Georgia, Mo ldova U kraine ap pears a s a fr iendly 
country and a strategic partner, indicating the existence 
of further increase of the positive image of our country 
[10]. This div ergence of v iews can  be ex plained as  
follows. For Poland an d R omania as  f or th e c ountries 
with mature d emocracy, in dicators o f d emocracy in  
Ukraine g ive reason t o s peak a bout i ts d eficit and 
immaturity. As for th e co untries w ith p ositive 
associations, th e com mitment to Uk raine is  s tipulated 
by h istorical ties. In a ddition, c omparing th e d ata 
presented by  Freed om Hous e Org anization, it can  b e 
noted t hat Mo ldova a nd Georgia are on t he sa me 
democracy l evel U kraine i s [21 , p. 15-16]. The 
commitment from the Belarusian side can be explained 
by the fact that for Belarus as for the country with an 
authoritarian r egime, Uk raine ex emplifies in  th e 
scheme of democratization. 

Another important source of Ukrainian «soft power» 
policy is f ollowing the foreign policy values enshrined 
in th e in ternational law. T hus, in  th e U N Ch arter an d 
the Decla ration on  Principles of  In ternational L aw 
seven priority principles are identified as follows: non-
use of  f orce or th reat of f orce, s overeign equ ality of  
states, equality an d self -determination o f n ations an d 
peoples, th e peaceful set tlement o f in ternational 
disputes, n on-interference with th e i nternal af fairs o f 
states, peaceful c ooperation an d conscientious 
accomplishment of  con tractual o bligations u nder the 
international law . Fin al Act o f th e Co nference on 
Security an d C ooperation in  Eu rope (CSCE) h as 
expanded the l ist by t he pri nciples of i nviolability of  
borders, t erritorial in tegrity, r espect, an d p rotection o f 
human rights [11].  

It s hould be n oted t hat du ring t he y ears of 
independence, Ukraine has consistently ad hered to the 
principles in conducting foreign policy. In this context, 
the implementation of the «soft power» policy provides 
for refusal of force or threats, cooperation, respect and 
protection of human rights. In reference to the peaceful 
solution of in ternational co nflicts, Uk raine h as 
considerable positive experience, p roduced d uring th e 
solution o f the Transnistrian co nflict. I ndeed, the p lan 
to s olve th e Transnistrian co nflict « To adjustment 
through d emocratization» (known a s «Yushchenko 
Plan») was p rovided f or th e r eintegration o f th e 
Republic of  Moldova by  democratization of  
Transnistria [9, s.37-38]. The obvious is the position of 
Ukraine in resolving the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
in which o ur go vernment i nsisted only o n p eace 
negotiations w ith th e p rinciples of in violability o f 
borders an d territorial in tegrity o f th e states in th e 
Caucasus reg ion [ 5]. Today Uk raine tak es activ e part 
in peac ekeeping in  more th an ten  cou ntries in cluding 
Kosovo, Li beria, East Timor, Co ngo, Sud an, Ivory 
Coast, C yprus, B osnia an d Herz egovina, Ky rgyzstan 
ets. [8; 17]. 

Among o ther fo reign va lues, which U kraine a dheres 
to th e im plementation o f th e «soft p ower» p olicy, o ne 
should d istinguish t he p romotion o f universal moral 
principles, p articipation in  international an d regional 
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organizations ( Ukraine is a member o f 2 7 in ternational 
organizations), activ ity i n so lving i nternational 
humanitarian problems, etc. In addition to that, in 2011-
2012 Ukrainian part provided humanitarian assistance to 
the Republic of Turkey and the Republic of Cuba, Japan, 
The Ho rn o f Africa ets. ( order to  f acilitate in  d ealing 
with the e mergency s ituation) [12;  13;  14;  1 5]. In  201 3 
Ukraine provided humanitarian aid to refugees from Syria 
in the Middle East [18]. 

The e fforts o f t he U krainian government a re a imed a t 
finding eff ective means f or com bating modern g lobal 
threats. So, trying to solve the environmental problems of 
humanity, in  1992 Uk raine acceded  to th e Vien na 
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1985), 
and in 1998 t o the Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete th e Ozon e L ayer. It als o co operates w ith 
international o rganizations o f th e UN system in 
environmental p rotection (U NEP, UNDP , IAEA, F AO, 
GEF, etc.) [19]. Furthermore, it is d ifficult to ignore non-
nuclear status of our state, which allowed to demonstrate 
to th e in ternational co mmunity a n alter native way to  
disarm a nd s olve global probl ems such as  the threat o f 
nuclear war. 

Conclusion 
Thus, at th e pres ent s tage of realization  of  Uk raine’s 

strategy o f «soft p ower» i n f oreign p olicy a lo t o f 
problems ari se t o s how the i mperfection of  do mestic 
policy. I ndifference o f citize ns to  so cial l ife, d istrust to 
the government, high level of corruption, pressure on the 
media an d ot hers carr y out  a  dev astating i mpact on  t he 
development of democratic values in the internal policy of 
Ukraine. S ince t he f oreign policy  of  t he s tate i s an 
extension o f th e d omestic one, th e i nstability i n th e 
political life of a so ciety creates serious obstacles for the 
foreign p olicy i mplementation, an d in so me case s, 
completely eliminates success in the international policy. 
Therefore, to  im plement U krainian «soft p ower» p olicy 
successfully means to clearly  f ormulate t he g oals an d 
objectives o f th e state functioning o n the d omestic a nd 
foreign lev els. Another i mportant co ndition is to  
understand th e i ntegrity of  t he ob jectives of  t he s trategy 
(policy) an d b uild a «bridge o r tr ansition» b etween 
domestic an d foreign pol icy. F ulfillment of  t hese 
conditions will allo w o ur co untry n ot o nly to  estab lish 
itself on the international arena as a developed democratic 
state an d a reliable part ner, bu t als o attract new 
investments and expand intergovernmental cooperation. 
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