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Abstract — Digital libraries have been fundamental both in Polish and in global
library science for more than a dozen years. The first Polish collections which are
available via the Internet appeared at the end of the 1990s. Nowadays there exists a
range of over 100 different projects, the vast majority of which is within the
Federation of Digital Libraries (FDL) which was set up in 2007. This article aims
to analyse the present state of digital libraries in Poland (that is the size and
contents of the collections, the types of software, the problems and standards of
drawing up compilations, and the accessibility rules), as well as the perspectives of
their development in the future.
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The functions and types of libraries have undergone changes since the time
they appeared. It may seems that nowadays the role of libraries is increasing
in the information society. Unfortunately, these institutions are not given too
much credit in the official documents concerning the new social order. The
technological development in libraries resulted in changes in the way of
gathering and accessibility of documents, the character of the collections, as
well as the standards of cataloging. Digital libraries have become an
important component of both Polish and global librarianship for several
years.

Their appearance was brought about by a rapid increase of a number of
electronic documents, providing the Internet users with the digital collections
and new technological possibilities.

The first Polish collections which are available via the Internet appeared at
the end of the 1990s.
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The breakthrough in creating Polish digital collections started in 2002,
which was the year when the first digital library, knows as The Great Poland
Digital Library based on dLibra software appeared. These days there exist
over 100 different projects. The vast majority of which is within the
Federation of Digital Libraries (FDL) which was set up in 2007. The FDL is
another stage of creating a web of scattered libraries and repositories across
Poland. The service allows for searching for objects and their locations,
browsing through the plans of digitization and prevention from creating
duplicates.

The aim of this article is the analysis of the present state of digital libraries
in Poland (that is the size and contents of the collections, the types of
software, the problems and standards of drawing up compilations, and the
accessibility rules), as well as the perspectives of their development in the
future.

What makes the questions about the future of digital libraries even more
justifiable is the fact that for a few years there has been an increase in the
number of institutions involved in commercial projects connected with
digital documents.
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