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Jity, Oe3cymHiBHO, € MaiOyTHiM KpaiHu. SIk i B iHIIMX
kpainax [lenTpansHoi Ta CxigHoi €Bponu, B 1992 poui Jlatsis
parudikyana Kouseniito OOH mpo mpasa gutuau [1], sika
cTaja Uil OpraHiB BJIQJM OCHOBHHMM JIOKYMEHTOM Yy CHPSIMY-
BaHHI TIOJIITHKY CB1ZIOMOCTI Ha OJIaronoyqdsi Ta 3aXucT AiTeH.

V paHHBOMY JOCITi/DKeHH] Ha TeMy Mirpaiii [2], Oyna omnrcana
BiZTHOCHO HOBA COIIaJIbHO ypa3JiiBa rpyla HaceJIEeHHs — <IiTH Ha
BiacTaHi» (wo samumuunucs 6e3 ysacu 00HO20 abo 0OUOBOX
bamokis, AK HACTIOOK — Miepayii OCMAHHIX — NPUMIMKA
nepexnadaua). Hacrymue pnocmipkenns [3] mokasano, 1o
MICLEBIll BlaJi ITOCUTh BAKKO 3HAWTH KPEATUBHHH MiAXid IO
couianabHOl poOoTH 3 TakUMU AiTbMU. Mili 0ocBig poOoTH y chepi
omiku Hapx jitbMu — B Cyqi y crnpaBax Ipo OIKY, JOHOMII MeHi
YCBIZIOMUTH SIKOFO O€3IIOMIYHOIO € TyT MiclieBa Biaja. J{rmieMHIM
B OL[iHIII KO)KHOI'O OKPEMOT'0 BUITAJIKY € BUKOHAHHS 3000B'513aHb —
110 came ITOCTAaBUTH Ha MEepIINii IUIaH: paBa JiTel Ha coliaibHe
Onaronony4ys 4 IHAMBIZyalbHI IIpaBa BPA3JIMBUX OAaTbKiB.
OpHak, THM dYacoM SK JepkaBHa IIONITHKa CKumae 3 cebe
3000B's13aHHS, a pe)OPMHU Y CHCTEMI COLIAIBHOrO 3a0e3IeUeHHS
3HHKAIOTh 3 MOMITHYHOrO MOPSIKY JeHHOro (B chepax OXOpOoHH
3[I0pOB's, OCBITH, JOIJISAY 3a JITBMH Ta MOMITHYHOIO 3aXHCTY),
MiCIIeBI OpraHyl BiIaJu 3 HEWMOBIPHHM EHTY31a3MOM 3HaXOIAThH
HOBI TBOpYI PIllICHHS Ta iHII (piHAHCOBI PECYPCH IS KPAILOro
HaJaHHS COLaJbHOI JOITOMOTH.

Jlana pobora 30CepelkeHAa Ha NPHUBEPTaHHI yBaru [0
OOrOoBOpeHHs IpoOJieM, IO CTOSNTH Hepel  IOJITHKOIO
cowianbHOI oroMoru (abo MiATPUMKH CiMT), sIKa Ha MPaKTUIl
CIpsIMOBaHAa Ha BUPIIICHHS NHTaHHS MIrPyOUUX CiMed Ta
JITEH, 110 3aMUIIAIOTECA «Ha BiICTaHi» BiJ OaTHKIB.

Meroo panoi poboru € 1) BH3HAYUTH KOMIUICKCHHI
MOpiBHMUIBHUM ~ aHalli3 COLIaJIbHOI IONITHKM B  paMKax
TeopeTHyHOI 0a3u Ta 2) mpoaHali3yBaTH HPoOJIeMHU i BIUIMB
MOJITHKK comialibHOI gonoMoru (abo miarpumku ciMi) Ta i,
CIPSIMOBAaHMX Ha BHPIIIEHHS ITUTaHHS MIrPyIOUNX ciMed Ta
ITeH, SIKI 3aIMIINITHCS «Ha BiJICTaHi» Bix OaTbKiB y JlaTsii.
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Introduction

There is no doubt that children represent a country’s
future with regard to promised State's assistance and
support [4]. Like other Central and Eastern European
countries, Latvia has ratified the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child [1] in 1992, and it became a major
instrument for authorities to address the policy awareness
towards the well-being and protection of the children.

In my initial research sudy “The Socioeconomic Impact
of Labour Migration on Households in Vidzeme Region”
[2], has been recognized the emergency of rather new
vulnerable group — the children left-behind by parents.
Following research thess - “The Impacts of Labour
Migration on Children Left-Behind in Latvia: The Role of
the Sate’” [3] demondrated the chalenge of local
authorities to find creative solutions in social work with
these children. During my useful work experience in child
custody — Orphan’s Court, | redlized the exposure and
helplessness of local authorities. Socia workers had
difficultiesto convene the target group-childern left behind
in the early stage of parental migration. The dilemma and
sengtivity in the individual case evaluation is to meet the
obligations - the children’s rights to socia well-being or
individua rights of parents. However, when State policies
are getting rid of the obligations and welfare reforms are
vanishing from the political agenda (in hedlth, education, a
child care and protection policy areas), loca authorities
with an unbedievable enthusiasm are finding new crestive
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solutions and other financial recourses to provide socia
ass gance in more extended way.

The synopsis and focus of the paper is to encourage the
debate on the challenges facing social assigance (or
family support assistance) policies in practice targeted at
the migrating families and their children left-behind.

The am of this paper is to 1) determine a
comprehensive comparative social policy analysis within
theoretical framework and 2) to analyze the challenges
and impact of social assistance (or family support
assistance) policies and practices targeted at the migrating
families and children | eft-behind in Latvia

In order to understand the impact of international
labour migration upon the Stuation of children left—
behind in specific objectives are:

(a) to identify the factors, effects and determinants
influencing vulnerability and the need for social assis-
tance for the migrating families and children left-behind;

(b) to determine and anayze the responsiveness of
social policy and practice upon the needs and well-being
of the children Ieft-behind in Latvia.

The main question is: What is the role of the state and
policy response to migrating families and children |eft-
behind in Latvia? Sub — questions are: How cregtive is
social assistance (or family support assistance) policies
and practices affecting the families and children left-
behind in Latvia? What are the challenges of socia
assistance (or family support assistance) policies and
practices affecting the migrating families and children
[eft- behind in the future perspective?

|. Theoretical framework

There is no single coherent theoretical framework in
social science literature explaining the impact of
migration on children left-behind. However, different
theoretical approaches on the process of migration and
how to avoid the vulnerability of the families and children
may be discussed and verified: within classica theories of
migration [5], and transnational discourse [6], human and
social capita approach [7], empowerment and capability
approach [8], [9], as well as human rights and children
centered approach [10]. The main idea of this paper isto
introduce theoretical evaluation and verification from the
social policy perspective- to see to what extent social
policy and social assistance practice is defining/
implementing parental responsibility, on the one hand,
and state's responsibility in care provision for children
aiming their well-being, on the other.

ll. Creative professional activity in social
work with families and children

My hope is that theoretical framework applied here is
going to give a new comprehensive perspective in relation to
the wdl-being of the vulnerable children Ieft-behind in
Latvia. However, my view may be relevant for other Central
and Eagen European countries experiencing the similar
stuation in the age of migration. The evidence-based social
policy implementation process and empirical dataanalysisin
therealm of social policy discourse are going to illustrate the
challenges medting the social workers targeted on the
migrating familieswith children in need.

[ll. Methodology

The methodological approach used for this paper is
going to be based on qualitative methods, verification of
existing theories and concepts used in migration research
discourse as well asin comparative socia policy analysis.
Literature search strategy is going to be used with the aim
to collect relevant data from online databases, academic
articles and book chapters covering the topic. Empirical
evidence will be based on semi-structured interviews with
social workers and other relevant experts working with
the families and children.

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, | would like to provide some
recommendations for the future national development
strategy defining the children as ‘our future’ and initiate
the discussion on implementation of such social work
creative empowerment practices targeted at the migrating
families with children left-behind on local level.
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